[bookmark: _GoBack]COUNTY TREASURER’S ASSOCIATION OF OHIO
Minutes of Association Legislative Committee Meeting
Meeting Date: November 17, 2021
Time & Location: 11:30 A.M, 2021 Fall Conference – Columbus Marriott Northwest, Dublin, Ohio

Call to Order: 11:19 a.m. by President Diane Sargent. 

Attendance: The Association met as a committee of the whole immediately following its annual business meeting (see minutes of that meeting for a roll call of participating counties).

Legislative Committee Report: Noting the large number of new treasurers present, Chairman Dan Talarek reminded those assembled of the role of the Legislative Committee as an advocate, and noted that membership on the committee was open to all members. He invited new members to share legislative ideas, and to seek appointment to the committee. 

Executive Director Kevin Futryk reviewed legislation pending before the Ohio General Assembly as of the date of the meeting, and made special mention of the following:

-HB 93 (Address confidentiality): The Association was a proponent of this legislation at the request of the Treasurer and Secretary of State, and was actively working with the Ohio Council of County Officials (OCCO) and Secretary of State to expand the program cover additional sensitive information held by county offices.

-HB 177 (Distributed ledger technology): The Association was monitoring this legislation, which contained permissive language regarding the use of block chain by governments and was moving to the Governor for signature as of the meeting date.

-HB 255 (Public notices): The Association was monitoring this legislation, and working with the OCCO and County Commissioners Association of Ohio (CCAO) to move it forward despite opposition from the state’s newspaper association.

-HB 326 (Treasurer term of office): The Association was an opponent of this legislation, which sought to change the start of the term of office for county treasurers from September to March, due to the disruption it would cause to collection efforts. Futryk noted that the Association was actively advocating against the legislation and educating relevant House committee members as to why the change would negatively impact county government. He shared that those efforts had resulted in a number of members indicating opposition to the proposal, but asked members to be ready to respond quickly should the bill begin to move.

-SB 1 (Financial literacy): The Association was a proponent of this legislation, which improved Ohio’s high school graduation requirements around financial literacy. The bill was signed by the Governor, and was slated to go into effect in January 2022.

-SB 15 (Treasurer liability): The Association was a proponent of this legislation, which sought to clarify liability standards for county treasurers and other fiscal officers in Ohio and exclude liability for losses resulting from the acts of third parties. The bill had passed the Senate at the time of the meeting, and was slated to be considered by a House committee for sponsor testimony that week.

-SB 115 (Pooled collateral system): The Association was a proponent of this legislation, which sought to clarify treasurer liability with respect to the state’s pooled collateral system. Futryk noted that the Association had been advocating for the bill for some time and through multiple general assemblies, and shared that it had been approved by the Senate and was slated for a floor vote in the full House that week.

Futryk also noted that legislation changing land bank regulations in Ohio, supported by the Association, appeared to be moving forward, and shared that in addition to legislative advocacy the Association was working with the Auditor of State to craft online coursework options for treasurers to complete required training hours (similar to the Treasurer of State’s Center for Public Investment Management). Related, he reminded members that the Association was working with the Auditor and Treasurer of State on a proposed legislative change to clarify the process and adjust required training hours for new treasurers and appointed treasurers, and asked for the Association’s formal approval to move forward with that effort. Barney Wright made a motion to that effect, second by Kim Foreman. The motion passed unanimously.

First Vice President Alex Zumbar moved to adjourn, second by Andy Smarra. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjourned 11: 38 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,


Brad Cromes, Portage Co. Treasurer
CTAO Secretary

